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Materials Needed: 
 11”x17” paper or larger for each student 
 8 ½ “ x 11” world map for each student 
 
First Activity:   
On the world map, have students label continents, oceans, create a compass rose and then 
color or circle Egypt and China.  (Doing this before gluing will make the activity easier, as to not 
draw or color on glued paper.)   
 

1. Holding the paper horizontally (long way) fold in half, and then in half again, creating 4 
columns.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Unfold paper and fold two side flaps to the center, creating a “shutter” effect.   
 

3. Rotate paper so that the flaps open to the top and bottom.   
 

4. Open the flaps and glue the world map to the center two sections.   
 

5. Fold flaps so that the map is covered.  Label on flap Egypt and the other China.  Be sure 
to allow room for students to illustrate concepts from each civilization.  Or, use the 
labels provided at the end of directions.   

 
6. On the front flaps, have students write the type of environment, location and the 

architecture of each civilization.  Students will then illustrate the concepts.  (Pyramids 
and Great Wall of China, for example). 

 
7. On the inside of the flaps, write and illustrate the inventions, contributions and writing 

types, once again leaving room for illustrations.   
 

8. Hand a few on a bulletin board, or have students put into notebook.   
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Hieroglyphics Characters, symbols 
Paper made from papyrus Kite 

365-day calendar Silk Cloth 
Clock Compass 

Pyramids Bronze 
Hot and Dry Fireworks 
Nile river Great Wall 
Deserts Season 
Flooding Forests 

Grasses along Nile river Hills, mountains 
Farmed and irrigated the land near the 

Nile River 
Deserts 

 Great Variety of Plant life 
 Fished, farmed and irrigated the land 
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